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(Once Amended) A compact, high-speed United States currency evaluation 
ilevice for receiving a stack of currency bills and rapidly evaluating all thrills in the stack, the 
(jlevice comprising: 

an input receptacle adapted to receive a stack of United States ^rrency bills of a plurality 
denominations to be evaluated, 

two or more output receptacles adapted to receive the bills after the bills have been 
evaluated; / 

a transport mechanism adapted to transport the bUlCone at a time, along a transport path 
from the input receptacle to the output receptacles at a rate of/4t least 800 bills per minute; 

a discriminating unit adapted to count and denominate the bills including United States 
bills of a plurality of denominations at a rate of at least /800 bills per minute, the discriminating 
unit including a detector positioned along the transpof/path between the input receptacle and the 
output receptacles; 

a processor programmed to flag bills meetifig or foiling to meet any of certain non-piece 
count related criteria, a bill meeting or failing to meet any of the criteria being termed a flagged 




bill, the processor being adapted to cause the transport mechanism to halt in response to a 
determination that a bill meets or fails to meet at least one of the criteria; and 

wherein the certain criteria include a criterion of the discriminating unit determining the 
denomination of a bill, a bill failing to/meet the criterion of having its denomination determined 
by the discriminating unit being termed a no call bill, the processor being programmed to flag no 
call bills, / 

wherein the discriminating unit is further adapted to determine whether a bill has a 
denomination other than a target denomination, a bill having a denomination other than the target 
denomination being termed a stranger bill and wherein the certain criteria include the 
discriminating unit determining a bill is a stranger bill and wherein the processor is programmed 
to flag stranger bills, 
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wherein the discriminating unit is further adapted to determine whether a bill is a suspect 
bill and wherein the certain criteria include the discriminating uriit determining a bill is a suspect 
bill and wherein the processor is programmed to flag suspect mils, and 

wherein stranger bills and no call bills are directed/to a first set of one or more output 
receptacles and suspect bills are directed to a second setyof one or more output receptacles, the 
output receptacles of the second set being different frorrythe output receptacles of the first set. 



/. 




The currency evaluation device of claim J^f - wherein the first set of output 
receptacles includes at least two output receptacles. 

yrf. The currency evaluation device mcXzxm ^^fwherein the processor is adapted to 
cause the transport mechanism to halt when I fy6 call bill or a stranger bill is delivered to an 
output receptacle of the first set. 



i 



The currency evaluation device of claim >7l^wherein the processor is adapted to 
cause the transport mechanism not to halt \yhen a no call bill or a stranger bill is delivered to an 
output receptacle of the first set. 



^J&f 0 (Once Amended) A compact, high-speed United States currency evaluation device 
for receiving a stack of currency bills pid rapidly evaluating all the bills in the stack, the device 
comprising: 

an input receptacle adapted t6 receive a stack of United States currency bills of a plurality 
of denominations to be evaluated; 

two or more output receptacles adapted to receive the bills after the bills have been 
evaluated; 

a transport mechanism adapted to transport the bills, one at a time, along a transport path 
from the input receptacle to the output receptacles at a rate of at least 800 bills per minute; 

a discriminating unit /adapted to count and denominate the bills including United States 
bills of a plurality of denominations at a rate of at least 800 bills per minute, the discriminating 
unit including a detector positioned along the transport path between the input receptacle and the 
output receptacles; 
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a processor programmed to flag bills meeting or failing to meet any of certain non-piece 
count related criteria, a bill meeting or failing to meet any of the criteria being termed a flagged 
bill, the processor being adapted to cause the transport mechanism to halt in response to a 
determination that a bill meets or fails to meet at least one of the criteria, and 

wherein the certain criteria include the discriminating unit determining the denomination 
of a bill and wherein the processor is adapted to cause the transport mechanism to halt when a bill 
fails to meet a criterion of having its denominations determined by the discriminating unit, a bill 
failing to meet the criterion of having its denomination determined by the discriminating unit 
being termed a no call bill, and / 

wherein bills meeting the certain crh^riyo^having their denomination determined by the 
discriminating unit are delivered to a first set oyone or more of the output receptacles and wherein 



no call bills are directed to a second se 



ofyone or more of the output receptacles, the output 



receptacles of the second set being different M>m the output receptacles of the first set. 



i. 



The currency evaluation d< 
cause the transport mechanism to halt 
receptacle of the second set. 



efore 



jf claim J^wherein the processor is adapted to 
^no call bill has been delivered to an output 

*f The currency evaluation device of claim J^wherein the processor is adapted to 

cause the transport mechanism to yhalt after a no call bill has been delivered to an output 
receptacle of the second set. 

y&f^* The currency evaluation device of claim J^wherein the processor is adapted to 
cause the transport mechanism/ to halt with a no call bill being positioned at an identifiable 
location in an output receptacle of the second set. 



JL#8^ The currency evaluation device of claim >»7^wherein the processor is adapted to 
cause the transport mechanism to halt with a no call bill being the last bill transported to an 
output receptacle of the second set. 
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) JJ&C (Once Amended) A compact, high-speed united States currency evaluation 
device for receiving a stack of currency bills and rapidly eyaluating all the bills in the stack, the 
device comprising: 

an input receptacle adapted to receive a stack of /United States currency bills of a plurality 
of denominations to be evaluated; 

two or more output receptacles adapted to/receive the bills after the bills have been 
evaluated; 

a transport mechanism adapted to transport the bills, one at a time, along a transport path 
from the input receptacle to the output receptaclesat a rate of at least 800 bills per minute; 

a discriminating unit adapted to coum and denominate the bills including United States 
bills of a plurality of denominations at a rateyO? at least 800 bills per minute, the discriminating 
unit including a detector positioned along t^ransport path between the input receptacle and the 
output receptacles; 

a processor programmed to flag bitlVm€etftig or failing to meet any of certain non-piece 
count related criteria, a bill meeting or ailing to meet any of the criteria being termed a flagged 
bill, the processor being adapted to cause the transport mechanism to halt in response to a 
determination that a bill meets or fails'to meet at least one of the criteria; and 

wherein the discriminating unit is further adapted to determine whether bills are suspect 
and wherein the certain criteria include the discriminating unit determining a bill is suspect and 
wherein the processor is adapted/to cause the transport mechanism to halt when a bill meets a 
criterion of being determined t<Ae suspect by the discriminating unit, a bill being determined to 
be suspect being termed a suspect bill. 

>■ \L~ / 1 

J9Q. The currency evaluation device of claim wherein bills whose denomination 



have been determined by the discriminating unit are delivered to a first set of one or more of the 
output receptacles and wherein suspect bills are directed to a second set of one or more of the output 
receptacles, the output /eceptacles of the second set being different from the output receptacles of 
the first set. 
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^J^n. The currency evaluation device of claim ^^wherein/the processor is adapted to 
cause the transport mechanism to halt after a suspect bill has fefeen delivered to an output 
receptacle of the second set. 

, > y?z" The currency evaluation device of claim ]&\ Wherein the processor is adapted to 
cause the transport mechanism to halt with the suspect bill/being positioned at an identifiable 
location in an output receptacle of the second set. 

. p 

t^r5\ The currency evaluation device of claim/J^Twherein the processor is adapted to 
cause the transport mechanism to halt with the surfpqrct bill being the last bill transported to an 
output receptacle of the second set. 



■iC 



The currency evaluation device \m yclaim JPer^wherein bills whose denomination 



have not been determined by the discriminating unjj 
second set. 



e also delivered to an output receptacle of the 



V 



if 



* Jfi$. The currency evaluation device of claim J^Twherein bills whose denomination 
have not been determined by the discriminating unit and the suspect bills are directed to different 
output receptacles of the second set. 

jt 1 if 

'J£fo The currency evaluation device of claim J^Twherein the processor is adapted not to 
halt the transport mechanism in response to the denomination of a bill not being determined. 

jpT The currency evaluation device of claim J£(f wherein bills whose denomination 
have not been determined by the discriminating unit are directed to an output receptacle of the first 
set. 

/ <i 

The currency/ evaluation device of claim wherein the bills whose 

denomination have been determined and the bills whose denomination have not been determined 
by the discriminating unit are directed to different output receptacles of the first set. 
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rai 



em 



eas 



one at a time, along a transport path 
of at least 800 bills per minute; 
inate the bills including United States 
800 bills per minute, the discriminating 
path between the input receptacle and the 



n ~ ~~ 

, (Once Amended) A compact, high-speed United States currency evaluation device 

for receiving a stack of currency bills and rapidly evaluating all the bil^s in the stack, the device 

comprising: 

an input receptacle adapted to receive a stack of United States currency bills of a plurality 
of denominations to be evaluated; 

two or more output receptacles adapted to receive tl/e bills after the bills have been 
evaluated; 

a transport mechanism adapted to transport the 
from the input receptacle to the output receptacles at 

a discriminating unit adapted to count and 
bills of a plurality of denominations at a rate of at 
unit including a detector positioned along the trans 
output receptacles; 

a processor programmed to flag bills meeting Wfiiling to meet any of certain non-piece 
count related criteria, a bill meeting or failing t</meet anyWthe criteria being termed a flagged 
bill, the processor being adapted to cause the transport mechanism to halt in response to a 
determination that a bill meets or fails to meeft at least one of the criteria; and 

wherein the certain criteria includeythe discriminating unit determining the denomination 
of a bill and wherein the processor is adapted to cause the transport mechanism to halt when a bill 
fails to meet a criterion of having its denomination determined by the discriminating unit, a bill 
failing to meet a criterion of having its/denomination determined by the discriminating unit being 
termed a no call bill, and wherein Jfae discriminating unit further determines whether bills are 
suspect, and 

wherein the processor is afeo adapted to cause the transport mechanism to halt when a bill 
meets a second criterion of being determined to be suspect by the discriminating unit. 

The currency/evaluation device of claim - 20&*wherein bills whose denomination 
have been determined by the discriminating unit are delivered to a first set of one or more of the 
output receptacles and wherein bills determined by the discriminating unit to be suspect and bills 
whose denomination ha£e not been determined by the discriminating unit are directed to a second 
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set of one or more of the output receptacles, the output receptacles of ttye second set being different 
from the output receptacles of the first set. 

& Hi 
J&Z The currency evaluation device of claim ^Twherein the processor is adapted to 

cause the transport mechanism to halt after a no call bill or a/suspect bill has been delivered to an 

output receptacle of the second set. 



1 2fff~ The currency evaluation device of claW^b^wherein the no call bills and suspect 
bills are delivered to different output receptacles of t)ip second set. 

The currency evaluation device of claim JZ^bfwherein the processor is adapted to 
cause the transport mechanism to halt with the/no call bill or the suspect bill being the last bill 
transported to an output receptacle of the second set. 



(Once Amended) A currency evaluation device for receiving a stack of currency 
bills and rapidly evaluating all the bills in the stack, the device comprising: 

an input receptacle adapted to receive a stack ofbUls to be evaluated; 

two or more output receptacles adapted to/receive the bills after the bills have been 
evaluated; 



a transport mechanism adapted to transporttfhp/Lills, 
from the input receptacle to the output receptacle/; 

a discriminating unit adapted to count and <f 



one at a time, along a transport path 



Lrfoi^i 



inate the bills including bills of a 



plurality of denominations, the discriminating unit including at least one detector positioned 
along the transport path between the input receptacle and the output receptacles; and 

means for flagging a bill when /he denomination of the bill is not determined by the 
discriminating unit, wherein the mean/ for flagging is adapted to cause the transport mechanism 
to halt when a bill whose denomination has not been determined is encountered; 

wherein the device is adapted to transport bills which have been denominated including 
bills of a plurality of denominations to a first set of one or more of the output receptacles 



CHICAGO 233677v 1 47171-00262USC2 



P 




wherein the device is adapted to transport bills which h&ve not been denominated to a 
second set of one or more of the output receptacles, the second/set of the output receptacles being 
different than the first set of the output receptacles receiving^bills which have been denominated. 

- 1 The currency evaluation device of claim ^M^wherein the first set and second set 

of the output receptacles have a stacking mechanism Associated therewith and adapted to re-stack 
denominated bills in one of the first set of the output receptacle and re-stack bills which have not 
been denominated in one of the second set of the output receptacle. 



jj A currency evaluation device for receiving a stack of currency bills and rapidly 

evaluating all the bills in the stack, the device comprising: 

an input receptacle adapted to receive a stack of bills/to be evaluated; 

two or more output receptacles adapted to recei/e the bills after the bills have been 
evaluated; 

a transport mechanism adapted to transport 
from the input receptacle to the output receptacles;/ 

a discriminating unit including at least or 
between the input receptacle and output receptac 




Is, one at a time, along a transport path 



count and determine the denomination of the biUs £^id^etermine whether the bills are suspect; 
and 

means for flagging a bill when the bil/is determined to be suspect by the discriminating 
unit; wherein the means for flagging is adapted to cause the transport mechanism to halt when 
the discriminating unit determines that a bill is suspect. 

]Xf The currency evaluation/aevice of claim ^5 wherein the currency bills comprise 
United States currency and the discriminating unit is adapted to denominate United States 
currency bills of a plurality of denominations. 

# / € 

^220. The currency evaluation device of claim p% wherein the discriminating unit is 
adapted to denominate the billsr independent of the size of the bills. 



etector positioned along the transport path 
thd discriminating unit being adapted to 
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/^^2t. The currency evaluation device of claim ^^pynerein the means for flagging is 
adapted to cause the transport mechanism to halt when the discriminating unit determines that a 
bill is suspect with the bill which is determined to be suspect being the last bill transported to one 
of the output receptacles. 

j The currency evaluation devic^ of claim wherein the detector of the 
discriminating unit includes a stationary oriucal scanning head adapted to scan at least a 
preselected segment of each bill transported between the input and output receptacles by the 
transport mechanism and produce an outmitaifmal representing the scanned image, and wherein 
the discriminating unit includes a processor adapted to receive the output signal and determine 
the denomination of each scanned bil 



fck 




tills to be evaluated; 
receive the bills after the bills have been 
being adapted to receive more than one 



ion the bills, one at a time, along a transport path 



(Once Amended) A high-speed, United State/ currency evaluation device for 
receiving a stack of currency bills and rapidly evaluating /\\ the bills in the stack, the device 
comprising: 

an input receptacle adapted to receive a s^ 

two or more output receptacles adap 
evaluated, at least one of the output recep: 
denomination of bills; 

a transport mechanism adapted to tr; 
from the input receptacle to the output receptacles at a rate in excess of 800 bills per minute; 

a discriminating unit adapted to (Zount and denominate the bills including United States 
currency bills of a plurality of denominations at a rate in excess of 800 bills per minute, the 
discriminating unit including a detector positioned along the transport path between the input 
receptacle and the output receptacles; 

a processor programmed/to flag bills meeting or failing to meet any of certain non-piece 
count criteria, a bill meeting pr failing to meet any of the criteria being termed a flagged bill; 
wherein the processor is adapted to cause the transport mechanism to halt in response to a 
determination that a bill meets or fails to meet a given one or ones of the criteria; and 
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wherein the processor is adapted to cause the transport mechanism to halt with a flagged 
bill meeting or failing to meet at least a given set of the criteria be/rig positioned in one of the 
output receptacles, 

wherein the certain criteria include the discriminating unji determining the denomination 
of a bill, a bill failing to meet a criterion of having its denomination determined by the 
discriminating unit being termed a no call bill, and 

wherein the discriminating unit is further adapted^ to determine whether a bill has a 
denomination other than a target denomination, a bill having a denomination other than the target 
denomination being termed a stranger bill and wherein the certain criteria include the 
discriminating unit determining a bill is a stranger bill. 

if£ /# 

The currency evaluation device of claim ^^Twherein no call bills are delivered to 
a first set of one or more of the output receptacles^m^ wherein stranger bills are delivered to a 
second set of one or more of the output recepta<^le/ the output receptacles of the second set being 
different from the output receptacles of the first : 

u Of iff- 

£2&* The currency evaluation devtch of claim ^Twherein the discriminating unit is 
further adapted to determine whether a bill isfafcpect and wherein the certain criteria include the 
discriminating unit determining a bill is suspect, a bill determined to be suspect being termed a 
suspect bill. 

67 I H 

: The currency evaluation /device of claim lg& wherein no calls bills are delivered 

to a first output receptacle, wherein stranger bills are delivered to a second output receptacle, and 
wherein the suspect bills are delivered to a third output receptacle. 

kL / & 

- The currency evaluation device of claim 229 wherein the output receptacles 

include a third output receptacle, Avherein no call bills and stranger bills are directed to the third 
receptacle, and suspect bills are directed to a second output receptacle. 

fit / 4f 

32fiT The currency evaluation device of claim ^3i"wherein the processor is adapted to 
cause the transport mechanism to halt when a bill is directed to the third receptacle. 



10 
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'■ The currency evaluation device of claim ?m wherein the processor is adapted to 

cause the transport mechanism not to halt when a bill is directed to the t^iird receptacle. 

% 

(Once Amended) A high-speed, United States currency evaluation device for 
receiving a stack of currency bills and rapidly evaluating all tfye bills in the stack, the device 
comprising: 

an input receptacle adapted to receive a stack of bills tcf be evaluated; 

two or more output receptacles adapted to receive^ the bills after the bills have been 
evaluated, at least one of the output receptacles being adapted to receive more than one 
denomination of bills; 

a transport mechanism adapted to transport ti^illsjone at a time, along a transport path 
from the input receptacle to the output receptacleg'at a/rate in-excess of 800 bills per minute; 

a discriminating unit adapted to count/and dominate the bills including United States 
currency bills of a plurality of denominations-^f/a rate in excess of 800 bills per minute, the 
discriminating unit including a detector posiybj/ed along the transport path between the input 
receptacle and the output receptacles; 

a processor programmed to flag bills fhedfing or failing to meet any of certain non-piece 
count criteria, a bill meeting or failing to meetWiy of the criteria being termed a flagged bill; 
wherein the processor is adapted to cause the transport mechanism to halt in response to a 
determination that a bill meets or fails to/meet a given one or ones of the criteria; 

wherein the processor is adapted to cause the transport mechanism to halt with a flagged 
bill meeting or failing to meet at le^St a given set of the criteria being positioned in one of the 
output receptacles, and 

wherein the output receptacles include a third receptacle, and wherein the processor is 
adapted to cause the transport mechanism to deliver flagged bills to the third receptacle. 

(Once Amended) A high-speed, United States currency evaluation device for 
receiving a stack of currency bills and rapidly evaluating all the bills in the stack, the device 
comprising: 

an input receptaclef adapted to receive a stack of bills to be evaluated; 
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two or more output receptacles adapted to receive the bills after Ahe bills have been 
evaluated, at least one of the output receptacles being adapted to receive more than one 
denomination of bills; 

a transport mechanism adapted to transport the bills, one at a tirhe, along a transport path 
from the input receptacle to the output receptacles at a rate in excess of 800 bills per minute; 

a discriminating unit adapted to count and denominate the bills including United States 
currency bills of a plurality of denominations at a rate in excess' of 800 bills per minute, the 
discriminating unit including a detector positioned along the trafsporl ipath between the input 
receptacle and the output receptacles; 

a processor programmed to flag bills meeting o/ failing to meet any of certain non-piece 
count criteria, a bill meeting or failing to meet any M the orke^ia being termed a flagged bill; 
wherein the processor is adapted to cause the transport ipe^hanism to halt in response to a 
determination that a bill meets or fails to meet a given one or ones of the criteria; and 

wherein the processor is adapted to cause the tfenspdM mechanism to halt with a flagged 
bill meeting or failing to meet at least a given set oy thj^pnteria being positioned in one of the 
output receptacles, and 

wherein the discriminating unit is further adapted to determine whether a bill has a 
denomination other than a target denomination, a bill having a denomination other than the target 
denomination being termed a stranger bill and wherein the certain criteria include the 
discriminating unit determining a bill is a stranger bill. 

73 / 

(Once Amended) A high-speed, United States currency evaluation device for 
receiving a stack of currency bills and rapidly evaluating all the bills in the stack, the device 
comprising: / 

an input receptacle adapted to receive a stack of bills to be evaluated; 

two or more output receptacles /adapted to receive the bills after the bills have been 
evaluated, at least one of the outpuy receptacles being adapted to receive more than one 
denomination of bills; 

a transport mechanism adapted to transport the bills, one at a time, along a transport path 
from the input receptacle to the output receptacles at a rate in excess of 800 bills per minute; 
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a discriminating unit adapted to count and denominate the bills including United States 
currency bills of a plurality of denominations at a rate in excess/of 800 bills per minute, the 
discriminating unit including a detector positioned along the transport path between the input 
receptacle and the output receptacles; 

a processor programmed to flag bills meeting^M^ to meet any of certain non-piece 
count criteria, a bill meeting or failing to meet/toy of/the criteria being termed a flagged bill; 
wherein the processor is adapted to cause the transfpprt mechanism to halt in response to a 
determination that a bill meets or fails to meet! a givpnone or ones of the criteria; and 

wherein the processor is adapted to caus</the transport mechanism to halt with a flagged 
bill meeting or failing to meet at least a givepyset of the criteria being positioned in one of the 
output receptacles, and 

wherein the discriminating unit i^furtfter'atiapted to determine whether a bill is suspect 
and wherein the certain criteria include the discriminating unit determining a bill is suspect, a bill 
determined to be suspect being termed a suspect bill. 



(Or 




)nce Amended) A currency evaluation device for receiving a stack of currency 
bills and rapidly evaluating all the bills in the stack, the device comprising: 

an input receptacle positioned to receive a stack of bills to be evaluated; 
two or more output receptacles positioned to receiveX'ie^iUs' after the bills have been 
evaluated; y 

a transport mechanism comprising a transport cfrive^motor and transport rollers, the 
transport mechanism located between the input recfeptacjj^afm the output receptacles to transport 
the bills, one at a time, from the input receptacle to they6utput receptacles along a transport path; 

a discriminating unit comprising a processor/and at Least one detector positioned along 
the transport path between the input receptacle and the^itput receptacles, the detector being 
adapted to generate a characteristic information output signal in response to detected 
characteristic information, the characteristic information output signal being electrically coupled 
to the processor, the processor being adapted to receive the characteristic information output 
signal and generate a denomination signal \rf response thereto; 

a flagging device comprising a /processor and an encoder linked to the transport 
mechanism, the encoder being adapted to produce tracking signals in response to the physical 
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movement of the bills, the processor being adapted to generate a nJ call signal when the 
denomination of a bill is not determined by the processor; wherein the flagging device is adapted 
to generate a stopping signal in response to the no call signal and yWherein the transport drive 
motor is adapted to stop in response to the stopping signal; and 

wherein the device is adapted to transport bills which hav^been denominated to a first set 
of one or more of the output receptacles, and 

wherein the flagging device is adapted to cause the transport mechanism to stop with the 
bill whose denomination has not been determined being the last bill transported to a second set of 
one or more of the output receptacles, the output receptacles of the second set being different 
from the output receptacles of the first set. 

2T 

^24*T (Once Amended) A currency evajtfation device for receiving a stack of currency 
bills and rapidly evaluating all the bills in the stack, the device comprising: 

an input receptacle positioned to receive a stackrof bills to be evaluated; 

two or more output receptacles pospon^d^o receive the bills after the bills have been 
evaluated; 

a transport mechanism comprising a tr&nspopt drive motor and transport rollers, the 
transport mechanism located between the inpiit/recemacle and the output receptacles to transport 
the bills, one at a time, from the input recepta^to tne output receptacles along a transport path; 

a discriminating unit comprising a orocesso^and at least one detector positioned along 
the transport path between the input receptacle and the output receptacles, the detector being 
adapted to generate a characteristic information output signal in response to detected 
characteristic information, the characteristic information output signal being electrically coupled 
to the processor, the processor being adapted to receive the characteristic information output 
signal and generate a denomination signal in response thereto; 

a flagging device comprising a processor and an encoder linked to the transport 
mechanism, the encoder being adapted to produce tracking signals in response to the physical 
movement of the bills, the processor being adapted to generate a no call signal when the 
denomination of a bill is riot determined by the processor; wherein the flagging device is adapted 
to generate a stopping signal in /response to the no call signal and wherein the transport drive 
motor is adapted to stop in response to the stopping signal; and 
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wherein the device is adapted to transport bills which have been/ienominated to a first set 
of one or more of the output receptacles, and 

wherein the device is adapted to transport bills which h/ve not been denominated to a 
second set of one or more of the output receptacles, tlje^t^receptacles of the second set being 
different from the output receptacles of the first set/ 

1k 

ytf The currency evaluation device of cl^m^wTwherein the first set and second set 
of the output receptacles have a stacking mechanten^issociated therewith and which is adapted 
to re-stack denominated bills in one of the first set of the output receptacle and re-stack bills 
which have not been denominated in one ot the second set of the output receptacle. 



A currency evaluation device for receiving a stack of currency bills and rapidly 

evaluating all the bills in the stack, the device comprising: 

an input receptacle positioned to receive a stack of bills to be evaluated; 
two or more output receptacles positioned to revive the bills after the bills have been 
evaluated, 

a transport mechanism comprising a transport drive motor and transport rollers, the 
transport mechanism located between the input/receptacle and the output receptacle to transport 
the bills, one at a time, from the input receptacle to^e output receptacles along a transport path; 

a discriminating unit comprising a detecp- positioned along the transport path between 
the input receptacle and the output receptacle arm comprising a processor, the detector generating 
a characteristic information output signal in response to/uetected characteristic information, the 
characteristic information output signal being el^ctije&iy coupled to the processor, the processor 
being adapted to receive the characteristic information /Output signal and generate a denomination 
signal in response thereto; the processor /also being adapted to generate a suspect signal when a 
bill is determined to be suspect by the p/ocessor, and 

a flagging device comprising a processor and an encoder linked to the transport 
mechanism, the encoder producing tracking signals in response to the physical movement of the 
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bills; wherein the flagging device is adapted to generate a stopping/ signal in response to the 
suspect signal and wherein the transport drive motor is adapted/to stop in response to the 
stopping signal. 

- The currency evaluation device of claim ^^fwherein the input receptacle is 

adapted to receive and the processor is adapted to denominate bills of a plurality of United States 
denominations. 



The currency evaluation device o^dai^^^wherein the processor is adapted to 
denominate currency bills independently of the size the bills. 

s t Of. 1L 

} The currency evaluation device ofirclaim J25Twherein the processor is adapted to 
denominate currency bills of a plurality of/ denominations, bills of at least two of the 
denominations having the same dimensions. 

The currency evaluation deyice of claim < 2£f*wherein the processor is adapted to 
denominate currency bills of a plurality of denominations, genuine bills of the plurality of 
denominations having a plurality of images associated therewith, the plurality of images defining 
the plurality of denominations and wnerein the processor is adapted to distinguish among the 
plurality of denominations by scanning the image associated with each of the bills. 



ffllZGOf (Once Amended) A currency evaluation devip£ for receiving a stack of currency 
bills and rapidly evaluating all the bills in the stack, the aeyrce comprising: 

an input receptacle adapted to receive a stack^f^ls to be evaluated; 

two or more output receptacles adapted/to receive the bills after the bills have been 
evaluated; 

a transport mechanism adapted to transport/he bills, one at a time, along a transport path 
from the input receptacle to the output receptac 

a discriminating unit adapted to counted depdminate the bills, the discriminating unit 
including a detector positioned along the transport path between the input receptacle and the 
output receptacles; 
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a processor programmed to cause the transport mechapfism to halt in a predetermined 
manner in response to a determination that a bill meets a strarfger bill criterion and in response to 
a determination that a bill meets a no call bill criterion/ and wherein a bill which meets the 
stranger bill criterion is termed a stranger bill, an^nerein a bill which meets the no call bill 
criterion is termed a no call bill, and 

wherein the device is adapted to permj^rianual removal of a no call or a stranger bill 
after the transport mechanism has halted. 

?3 / / 

3&r^ The currency evaluation device <bf claim^tTfurther comprising a key adapted to 
restart the operation of the device aftep4he transport mechanism has halted. 

3£fc~ (New) The currency evaluation device of claim ^Ji^pwherein the device is adapted 
to deliver and only one output receptacle is adapted to receive denominated bills of more than one 
denomination. 



3? 



3&r^ (New) The currency evaluation device y oyclaim ^Kwherein the discriminating 



a denomination other than a target 
the target denomination being termed a 

si 

claim ^^Twherein the discriminating 
is a suspect bill, and means for flagging 



unit is further adapted to determine whether a b 
denomination, a bill having a denomination othe 
stranger bill, and means for flagging stranger bills 

k 2&&* (New) The currency evaluation 
unit is further adapted to determine whether 
suspect bills. 

Jtffc' (New) The currency evaluation device of claim <26*rwherein stranger bills and 
bills whose denomination have not been determined are directed to a first set of one or more 
output receptacles and suspect bill/ are directed to a second set of one or more output 
receptacles, the output receptacles fff the second set being different from the output receptacles 
of the first set 
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(New) The currency evaluation device of claim 
receptacles includes at least two output receptacles. 




lerein the first set of output 



J&r.. (New) The currency evaluation device of claim ^65. wherein the means for 
flagging is adapted to cause the transport mechanism to halt ywhen a stranger bill is delivered to 
an output receptacle of the first set. 



• J5S 

(New) The currency evaluation device /of claim ^&5^wherein the means for 
flagging is adapted to cause the transport mechanism nqt to halt when a stranger bill is delivered 
to an output receptacle of the first set 

I K 

> J269^ (New) The currency evaluation devic^of^claim ^fwherein the means for flagging 
is adapted to cause the transport mechanism to/Salt with a bill not being determined by the 
discriminating unit being positioned at an identifiable location in one of the output receptacles. 

3 ^ Ur 

JPffi* (New) The currency evaluation device of claim ^Kwherein the means for flagging 
is adapted to cause the transport mechanism to h&t with a bill not being determined by the 
discriminating unit being located at an identiya^leiocation within the transport mechanism. 

# / ' *€ 

(New) The currency evaluation device of claim ^Mwherein the means for flagging 
is adapted to cause the transport mechanism to halt with a bill not being determined by the 
discriminating unit being located at a predetermined position. 

n / %c 

' (New) The currency evaluation device of claim ^Twherein the means for 

flagging is adapted to cause the transport mechanism to halt after a bill not being determined by 
the discriminating unit has been delivered to an output receptacle of the second set. 

. & I ^ 

Jtt" (New) The cu/rency evaluation device of claim 2*<wherein the means for 
flagging is adapted to cause Me transport mechanism to halt with a bill not being determined by 
the discriminating unit being /he last bill transported to an output receptacle of the second set. 
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n ->^£&(* ' (New) The currency evaluation device of claim JQ<wherein th6 discriminating 
unit is further adapted to determine whether a bill is suspect and a bill determined to be suspect 
being termed a suspect bill and wherein the means for flagging is programmed to flag suspect 
bills. 

(New) The currency evaluation device of claim 7274 wherein bills whose 
denomination have been determined by the discriminating unit are delivered to a first set of one or 
more of the output receptacles and wherein suspect bills are directed to a second set of one or more 
of the output receptacles, the output receptacles of the second sot being different from the output 
receptacles of the first set. 

ifl / I *fd 

(New) The currency evaluation device df claim ^^T^wherein the means for 



flagging is adapted to cause the transport mechanjsni 
to an output receptacle of the second set. 

AX 

* (New) The currency evaluatio: 

flagging is adapted to cause the transport mechani 




t after a suspect bill has been delivered 

claim £#6 wherein the means for 
with the suspect bill being positioned 



at an identifiable location in an output receptacle/of the second set. 

# / C 

* 2#8* (New) The currency evaluation device of claim wherein the means for 
flagging is adapted to cause the transport mechanism to halt with the suspect bill being the last 
bill transported to an output receptacle of trie second set. 

. A / 41 

^2?&* (New) The currency/ evaluation device of claim ^8 wherein bills whose 
denomination have not been determined by the discriminating unit and the suspect bills are directed 
to different output receptacles of the/second set. 

I K 

JMr* (New) The currency evaluation device of claim wherein the transport 
mechanism is adapted to transport bills at a rate of at least 1,000 bills per minute. 
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/ - ^281^ (New) The currency evaluation device of claim ^re" wherein the device is adapted 
to deliver and at least one output receptacle is adapted to receive denomi/iated bills of more than one 
denomination. 

(New) The currency evaluation device of claim 2£tfTwherein the device is adapted 
to deliver and only one output receptacle is adapted to receive /lenominated bills of more than one 
denomination. 

(New) The currency evaluation device of claim wherein the discriminating 
unit is further adapted to determine whether a bill ynas a denomination other than a target 
denomination, a bill having a denomination other than~the target denomination being termed a 
stranger bill and wherein the means for flagging i^programmed to flag stranger bills. 

2X5. (New) The currency evaliMtior^device of claim wherein stranger bills are 
directed to a first set of one or more outpuH^ptacles and suspect bills are directed to a second 
set of one or more output receptacles, the ^utput receptacles of the second set being different 
from the output receptacles of the first set. 

J2%5^ (New) The currency evaluation device of claim ^3*fwherein the first set of output 
receptacles includes at least two output/receptacles. 

(New) The currency evaluation device of claim^8-*wherein the means for flagging 
is adapted to cause the transport mechanism to halt with a suspect bill being positioned at an 
identifiable location in one of the 9<utput receptacles. 

& J 

J)%T. (New) The currency evaluation device of claim - 2*8wherein the means for flagging 
is adapted to cause the transport mechanism to halt with a suspect bill being located at an 
identifiable location within/the transport mechanism. 
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(New) The currency evaluation device of claim ^% wherein the means for flagging 
is adapted to cause the transport mechanism to halt with a suspect bill being located at a 
predetermined position. 

J2%9\ (New) The currency evaluation device o/ /claim ^5 wherein the device is 
adapted to transport suspect bills to a second set of one or more of the output receptacles, the 
second set of the output receptacles being different thar^the first set of the output receptacles 
receiving bills which have been denominated 

CD / / g 

2&ff* (Amended) The currency eva^iatipj^device of claim 
flagging is adapted to cause the transport mech 



wherein the means for 
isiti to halt after a suspect bill has been delivered 



/on device of claim 2%9* wherein the means for 
inism to halt with a suspect bill positioned at an 



to an output receptacle of the second set. 

a 

J&l. (Amended) The currency e^ 
flagging is adapted to cause the transport me 
identifiable location in an output receptacleyof the second set. 

& i gt 

Q#Z* (Amended) The currency evaluation device of claim ^S^wherein the means for 
flagging is adapted to cause the transport mechanism to halt with a suspect bill being the last bill 
transported to an output receptacle of tne second set. 

41 / % 

(New) The currency evaluation device of claim ffi wherein the transport 
mechanism is adapted to transport bills at a rate of at least 1,000 bills per minute. 
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